
 

is.  Our happiness, our 
personal and spiritual 

development, and even our 
successes are intimately connected 
to our commitment to valuing 

community.   
       Of course, it is possible to truly 
value and invest in relationships even 
if we live in slightly different 
locations. And surely once you leave 
Messiah, the maintenance and growth 
of friendships will become an even 
greater challenge. The ability to 
invest in a community goes far 
beyond choosing where you live. It 
involves intentionality, risk, and 
sacrifice. 
     And yet, we’ve been given the gift 
of a campus that allows residential 
living alongside brothers and sisters 
who are all learning how to be better 
members of a community. Is living in 
a dorm or campus apartment just a 
necessary inconvenience of going to 
college? Or is it a key piece to the 
experience itself? Perhaps it is more a 
gift to be stewarded than a nuisance 
to be tolerated. If you’re not sure 
about this, ask someone you know 
who has graduated in the last few 
years. Community after Messiah is no 
easy thing. 
     As we approach housing sign-ups, 
take a moment to carefully think 
about where your priorities lie. Ask 
yourself: What matters more to me 
during the precious few more months 
I will be a part of this Messiah 
community? Leveraging the 
geographical advantage of living 
near peers to invest in friendships 
that will last beyond college? Or 
living in a room with newer carpet? 
Tough one… 

If you do a quick 
Google search on 
“proximity and friendship” 
you’ll get about 7 million 
hits, many of which are articles 
about how friendships often 
form because we live near 
someone with whom our path 
crosses on a regular basis.  Even 
urban dictionary has a definition 
for proximity friendship. 
     Most students come to 
campus and get placed in first 
year housing.  These students  
don’t come  with a friend base 
before arriving, but by the end 
of the first semester belong to a 
tight knit community on the 
floor.  Then, housing sign-ups 
happen and most students aim 
to get into the most updated 
building and the result is that 
more often than not groups of 
friends become scattered.  
Students still have intentions to 
maintain first year relationships, 
but without living in the same 
place the number of 
spontaneous conversations that 
happen in the hallway or 
bathroom are minimized and 
the number of shared 
experiences are reduced.  The 
unplanned conversations that 
unexpectedly become 
significant rarely happen.   
     Some groups have this 
figured out.  A bunch of guys in 
Miller Hall took advantage of 
the clustering that was 
offered.  They didn’t get the 
most desirable building on 
campus, but they’re having a 
great time living together. They 

have benefited from valuing 
relationships over 
accommodations. Athletes often 
plan to sign up for a less popular 
building to increase their chances 
of living together.  A group of 
upper class students chose Smith 
over Fry last April because they 
knew where their other friends 
were living and decided it was 
better to be with friends than have 
pretty cabinets and countertops.   
     This can’t be a new 
phenomenon because the Bible 
also speaks to the issue of picking 
peaceful relationships over nice 
provisions.  Proverbs 21:9 and 
25:24 both say “better to live on a 
corner of the roof than share a 
house with a contentious woman.” 
Similarly, Proverbs 15:17 says 
“better a meal of vegetables where 
there is love than a fattened calf 
with hatred.”    
     These aren’t profound 
thoughts, and most would 
probably verbalize a similar 
philosophy.  Yet, it’s easy to forget 
that investment in relationships 
influences the college experience 
(and life in general) more than 
how nice your room or apartment 
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Housing Sign-ups 
Housing sign-up information will be coming out in the next month.  If you just can’t wait 
until the next housing newsletter please check the Residence Life homepage found at  
http://www.messiah.edu/offices/residence_life    (updates coming soon) 



RA SELECTION 

If you’re interested in being an RA for the 
2012—2013 school year please come to one of 
the informational meetings in  Parmer Cinema on 
Tuesday January 31 at 4:30, 7:30 or 9:30 p.m. 
Applications will be available at the meeting and 
in the Office of Residence Life (Eisenhower 207). 

 

MEDICAL HOUSING 

If you have a physical, psychological or health 
impairment you may request special housing 
arrangements through the Office of Disability 
Services.   Students who apply for medical housing 
must provide specific documentation from a 
psychologist/psychiatrist, doctor, physician’s 
assistant or comparable professional.  An online 
application for medical housing is available on the 
Disability Services website.  Medical housing 
requests must be resubmitted every year.  All 
applications are due on Monday, March 5, 2012. 

BREAKS & HOUSING 
The campus residences will be open over J-term 
break & Easter break, but the residence halls will 
be closed over spring break.  During spring break 
the apartment and satellite houses will be open to 
students who put in a request to stay on campus 
during the week.   If you are staying on campus 
for spring break and you live in an apartment or 
satellite house you MUST fill out the online 
Spring Break housing request form.  If you live in 
a residence hall you may stay in the apartment of a 
friend, AFTER you have filled out the online 
Spring Break housing request form and your 
friend has granted you 
permission to stay.  The 
Spring Break housing 
request form can be 
found on the Messiah 
College Residence Life 
website under Forms.   

QUICK SPRING SEMESTER PREVIEWS  

—

SPECIAL INTEREST HOUSES  & the S.A.L.T. House 
     Rising juniors & seniors who want to educate themselves on a specific theme by living together can 
apply to live in a special interest house. There are long standing programs (i.e., Rafiki House,  
Reconciliation & Restoration House) & we encourage you to apply for one of those programs or submit a 
program proposal of your own. Applications are available on the Residence Life website under Housing 
Options.  Also, the Serving & Living Together House is located in Harrisburg and application dates are 
the same.  For more info about please contact Ashley Sheaffer (asheaffer@messiah.edu) 
     Each special interest house will be making a video that will be posted to YouTube that you can watch 
to learn more about their house.  There will also be an instructional summary & checklist about what you 

need to know about signing up for a house with a group of friends.   

NAME CHANGE 
Some of you have already 
figured this out, but if you 
haven’t I wanted to let you 
know that over Fall Break I 
(the Director of Housing) 

got married and I have 
changed my name from 

Rhonda Good to Rhonda King.  My email address 
has also changed to rking@messiah.edu. 

Here is the Special Interest House Timeline: 

March 1—applications are due 
March 9—invitations are extended 
March 19—students accept or decline their  
            invitation 
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